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can only exist when the means of production
are under the control of the community.

" You know/' a leading statesman of the
Union said to me, cc the ruling politicians of
the bourgeois democracies realised just as soon
as we did that, in face of the threat of war from
the Fascist States, the only policy which could
succeed was that of counter-armament. But
since they had to consider elections. Parlia-
ments, and an artificially formed public
opinion, they had to hide the truth they saw, or
at best express it covertly and guardedly. In
various roundabout ways they had to bully
and coax what was required out of their
public opinion and their Parliaments. If we
had not been here, if we had not armed, the
Fascist war would have broken out long ago.
d- The activity of the democracies5 Parliaments
has, for the most part, been confined to making
mentary ^e burdensome for the people in power and
system preventing them from taking the steps that
were necessary, or at any rate making this
difficult for them. The net result of this so-
called democratic parliamentary system, with
its so-called democratic freedom of the Press, is
that anyone who is in the public eye has either